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(54) RUNNING CONTROL UNIT OF AUTOMOBILE 



(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To select normal speed 
when the speed detecting means is faulty and thereby 
allowing control of the driving mechanism by provid- 
ing diagnostic means that diagnoses whether speed 
detecting means is faulty, as well as by providing se- 
lecting means that selects a vehicle speed according 
to the diagnosis. 

SOLUTION: The running control unit 1 calculates vehi- 
cle speed by a first automatic speed detecting means 
2 and a second automatic speed detecting means 4 
based on the detecting signal of each sensor. The 
unit 1 checks whether each automatic speed detecting 
means 2, 4 is faulty by diagnostic means 7. The re- 
sults are output to information means 8, through which 
the state of the fault is reported via a display such as a 
liquid crystal monitor and a speaker. Further, the diag- 
nostic means 7 outputs the diagnostic results to selec- 
tion means 9, which selects a vehicle speed according 
to those results. Using the vehicle speed selected by 



the diagnostic results from the diagnostic means 7 and 
the selection means 9, the drive mechanism of the ve- 
hicle is controlled by driving force control means 3. 
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